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himself in conversation, and how little he considers
himself as committed by anything short of official com-
munications, I wait for such information as may en-
able me to contend with the Austrian Minister, who
has at present that advantage and latitude in argument
which his exclusive possession of all the facts may be
expected in his hands to afford.'1

{I have always found reports circulating in the
public of Vienna more unfounded, and even ridiculous,
than even those of other towns; and, what is perhaps
peculiar to the Austrian Government, that persons in
office, even of the highest class, are as ill-informed as
the public. I am not sure if this observation might
not be extended to the highest office of all, I mean
the Emperor himself. His Imperial Majesty gives a
considerable portion of his time to public duties, but
in fact does not give a regular and steady application
to public business. He is by these means subject to
every impression that those who transact business wish
to give him.'

The English Government grew very impatient of the
procrastination and vacillation of the Austrian Mini-
ster. Convinced that he was lying by to watch the
course of events, Lord Grenville's despatches grew
more and more pressing, while Lord Minto was of
opinion that influence would be obtained over Thugut
by convincing him that Austria's interests were safer in

1 Private letter to Lord Grenville.